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not only did I not extend, but, as you have seen, I reduced the area very considerably and raised the produce immensely. Many experiments have been tried at great cost in order to increase the produce per bigha, principally by means of an expert in agriculture and manures, but with doubtful success. Wells were made at an average rate of 10 per year before I came, judging by the records from the time the sub-division has existed aud the number made prior to my arrival. The want of tenures has been a large difficulty in my path. Men naturally have not cared to spend money in improving their lauds when the only result would be the raising of their rents or ejectment. By mixing intimately with the people, I iq^uced them to trust to my interference in their behalf, and gaining their confidence I induced them to make wells individually and collectively. By collectively, I mean, when no one man was able or willing to make a well, 1 got all the community, who would be benefited, to agree to give their share according to the area of their fields, and though I deal principally with two or more representative men, I got a "razinama" (deed of agreement) from all, stating that they were willing to pay their share, and, in case of subsequent disputes, arrange repayments to the representative men from the other ryots benefited, according to it. This method has enabled me to make hundreds of wells, which owing to the want of tenures and the poverty of the asamis I could never have got made otherwise. Perhaps two per cent, of my wells are badly built, aud owing to the treacherous quick-sandy sub-soil so cornmou in many parts of this Sub-division, some wells built during a rainy year have proved, in a season like the present, very short of water or almost useless. Including all such, however, I think eight per cent, will cover the bad ones, and even these, after a rainy year, will all be serviceable again. All my wells have cost more, and some far more, than I advance* On principle I advance about three-fifths of what I think the well well will cost. I endeavour to get the village proprietor to give the wood, and, as in the case of the Hathwa Kaj, have always succeeded. Many other zemindars are very good in this respect, but some, mostly the minor ones, and in many cases the Muhammadan ones to tiae south of the district, will not even give the wood, so shortsighted and grasping are they. The men give their labour, and about fifteen or tweoty rupees besides towards each well. Many, too, seeking to perpetuate their names (a trait I work on often), spend as much as fifty, sixty and seventy rupees of their own ; a large proportion of toy wells would cost the Government at least Rs. 120 each, many more and some less. Making them through the people, who will benefit by them, ensures their being good, but the whole matter requires, from the day the money is first given to tho day